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SECities

AN INTERNATIONAL CENTRE SUPPORTED BY DEUTSCHE BANK

In cities,
good
design
Is social




LSE Cities

LSE Cities is an international centre at the
London School of Economics and Political
Science that carries out research,
education and outreach activities in
London and abroad. Its mission is to study
how people and cities interact in a rapidly
urbanising world, focussing on how the
design of cities impacts on society, culture
and the environment. Through research,
conferences, teaching and projects, the
centre aims to shape new thinking and
practice on how to make cities fairer and
more sustainable for the next generation of
urban dwellers, who will make up some 70
per cent of the global population by 2050.
LSE Cities is one of a small number
of research centres that contribute to
LSE’s reputation as one of the foremost
social science universities in the world.
With the support of Deutsche Bank’s
Alfred Herrhausen Society, the centre
builds on the interdisciplinary work of the
Urban Age Programme, an international
investigation of cities around the world
that since 2005 has studied the social and
spatial dynamics of metropolitan areas
such as Istanbul, Sao Paulo, Mumbai,
Johannesburg, New York City and
London.

The Cities Programme, which is the
graduate education branch of LSE Cities,
offers both Masters and PhD-level degrees
within the LSE’s Department of Sociology.
Executive teaching programmes, summer
schools and short courses that link to LSE
Cities’ core research interests will also be
offered. In addition, the centre holds an
active public lecture programme with
leading academics and practitioners,
including architects, policymakers,
urbanists and mayors.

Extending LSE’s century-old
commitment to the understanding of
urban society, LSE Cities investigates how
complex urban systems are responding
to the pressures of growth, change and
globalisation, with new infrastructures
of design and governance that both
complement and threaten social and
environmental equity.



Beyond the high-rise city, religious
festivals regularly transform
Mumbai’s waterfront.

Ph changir Sorak




Urban Age

The Urban Age Programme, jointly
organised with Deutsche Bank’s Alfred
Herrhausen Society, is an international
investigation of the spatial and social
dynamics of cities centred on an annual
conference, research initiative and
publication. Since 2005, over ten
conferences have been held in rapidly
urbanising regions in Africa and Asia,

as well as in mature urban regions in the
Americas and Europe. As an event, the
Urban Age catalyses the exchange of
information, experiences and data across
a global network of cities. The conferences
operate as mobile laboratories, testing and
sampling the social and physical
characteristics of global cities through
expert presentations and testimonials,
research, site visits, mapping and informal
information exchange.

Each conference is attended by
300-400 invited urban specialists,
policymakers, scholars, designers,
practitioners and politicians who present
new ideas and developments on
environmental equity, social inclusion,
the problems of housing and migration,
the global economy and the informal
sector, as well as on public transport,
public space and social capital.

At recent conferences, national leaders
such as German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and President of Mexico Vicente
Fox have joined the mayors of Berlin,
Mexico City, New Delhi, Chicago,
Washington DC, Bogota and Sao Paulo,
and internationally renowned academics,
architects and activists, to debate a wide
range of interdisciplinary issues. Special
conference newspapers with critical
essays by local experts and international
commentators, as well as comparative
research on individual cities’ vital
statistics, have been regularly published
to coincide with each conference.

These are available at urban-age.net/
publications/newspapers
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Research

LSE Cities is working and expanding
on parallel yet intersecting strands of
research that cover the following areas:

Cities, Space and Society

@ urban culture and design

® cconomic development and inclusion
® cities, health and well-being

Cities and the Environment

@ mobility and city access

® urban form and resource efficiency
@ city design and technology

Urban Governance

@ architecture and democracy

® metropolitan and regional cohesion

® mega-projects, infrastructure and
urban change

Much of the current and future research is
carried out in partnership with institutions
and individuals including:

African Centre for Cities, University

of Cape Town

Alan Baxter Associates

The Brookings Institution, Washington DC
Ajuntament de Barcelona

The State of Bavaria and the City of Munich
Buro Happold

Bay Area Council Economic Institute
Centre for the Analysis of Social
Exclusion, LSE

Cisco Systems

Deutsche Bank Research

Distrito Federal, Mexico City

European Institute for Energy Research
(EIFER), Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
The Grantham Research Institute on
Climate Change and the Environment, LSE
Greater London Authority

Hong Kong University

Indian Institute of Technology
Netherlands Ministry of Housing, Spatial
Planning, and the Environment

Olympic Park Legacy Company

Ove Arup Foundation

Rogers, Stirk and Harbour + Partners

La Citta di Torino

Seoul Development Institute

The State and City of Sdo Paulo

World Health Summit

World Health Organisation

UN Habitat

United Nations Environment Programme
University of Sao Paulo
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Extremes of wealth and poverty

as shown here on the edge of the
Paraisépolis favela, Sdo Paulo,
represent deep inequalities in the city.
Photograph by Tuca Vieira



LSE Cities Programme

The Cities Programme is an innovative
centre for graduate teaching and research
on urban issues. The Programme’s
distinctive focus is on the relationship
between the physical and social
development of cities. It offers degrees

at Masters and PhD levels. The MSc City
Design and Social Science is based on
interdisciplinary teamwork in research-
based studios led by urban academics and
practitioners. It draws directly from the
exceptional range of expertise within and
associated with LSE Cities.

The Cities Programme understands
design as a mode of research and practice
that shapes urban environments, responds
to urban problems, and connects social,
spatial and material forms in the city.

It takes a multi-disciplinary approach
to these issues, drawing on expertise
and insights from the social sciences,
architecture, urban design, urban
planning and related fields.

Students on the MPhil/PhD Cities
conduct independent research under
the supervision of expert supervisors.
Doctoral students come from a range
of national and disciplinary contexts,
enhancing the Programme’s vibrant
research and teaching environment.

For more information, visit www2.Ise.
ac.uk/LSECities/citiesprogramme.
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Urban@LSE

Urban@LSE is a portal for Masters and
Doctoral teaching and for research
activities on urban issues across the LSE.
It aims to provide a resource for faculty,
researchers and graduate students, as
well as an overview of urban teaching
and research at LSE for prospective
students and other visitors.

LSE has a distinctive concentration
of urban specialists in a number of
disciplinary areas, and is an unrivalled
centre for postgraduate study in the area
of city design, urban and regional planning,
urbanisation and development, and the
economic, social, political and policy aspects
of contemporary urban life.

LSE researchers bring together a range
of disciplinary expertise to link the urban
social sciences with the design and
governance of cities, urban infrastructure,
environment and development, with a
unique concentration of urban specialists
in different subject areas - Development
Studies, Economics, Geography and
Environment, Government, Social Policy,
and Sociology.

15



Outreach

In addition to the Urban Age, LSE Cities
hosts a wide range of international
conferences, public lecture series,
seminars and awards that span the

core of our research goals, and work

to consolidate a growing network of
urban experts.

Deutsche Bank Urban Age Award
Established in 2007, the Deutsche Bank
Urban Age Award recognises projects that
improve the physical conditions of
communities and the lives of their
residents, establishing a network of urban
initiatives at the grassroots level. The first
award was given out in Mumbai (2007),
followed by Sao Paulo (2008), Istanbul
(2009), and most recently Mexico City
(2010). www.urban-age.net/dbua-award
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Public lecture series at LSE

LSE Cities hosts a series of provocative
and insightful public lectures, attracting
the world’s leading urban academics,
practitioners and politicians to discuss
urban best practice, policy, and cutting
edge theoretical and methodological
debates. Videos and podcasts from

LSE Cities public lectures are freely
available online.

Experts Seminars

LSE Cities brings together specialist
groups of leaders in various urban fields
under the banner of Experts Seminars.
The seminars encourage interdisciplinary
discussion between its expert participants
from academic, government, design,
industry or NGO backgrounds on
innovative projects, ideas and theories
relating to urban issues.

17



Growing upwards and outwards

at spiralling speeds, Shanghaiis

an urban experiment in-the-making.
Photograph by Olivo Barbier



Wheo’s who

Governing Board

Ricky Burdett

Professor of Urban Studies,

LSE and Director, LSE Cities

Rahul Mehrotra

Professor and Chair of the Department
of Urban Planning and Design, Graduate
School of Design, Harvard University
Wolfgang Nowak

Managing Director,

Alfred Herrhausen Society

Philipp Rode

Executive Director and Senior Research
Fellow, LSE Cities

Nicholas Stern

IG Patel Professor of Economics and
Government, LSE and Chair, Grantham
Research Institute on Climate Change, LSE
Ute Weiland

Deputy Director, Alfred Herrhausen
Society

Executive Group

Ricky Burdett

Professor of Urban Studies, LSE and
Director, LSE Cities

Philipp Rode

Executive Director and Senior Research
Fellow, LSE Cities

Fran Tonkiss

Director, Cities Programme and Reader
in Sociology, LSE

Adyvisory Board

Richard Sennett (Chair)

Professor of Sociology New York
University and Professor of Sociology
emeritus, LSE

David Adjaye

Principal Architect, Adjaye Associates
Alejandro Aravena

Executive Director, ELEMENTAL S.A.
Amanda Burden

Commissioner, New York City
Department of City Planning

José Castillo

Principal, Arquitectura 911 SC

Joan Clos i Matheu

Executive Director of United Nations
Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat)

Job Cohen

Labour Party Leader, the Netherlands
Marcelo Ebrard

Mayor of Mexico City

Gerald Frug

Louis D. Brandeis Professor of Law,
Harvard University

Richard Haryott

Chair, Ove Arup Foundation

Anshu Jain

Head of the Corporate & Investment
Bank, Member of the Management Board
Deutsche Bank
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Julian Le Grand

Richard Titmuss Professor of Social
Policy, LSE

Enrique Penalosa

Urban Vision and Strategy Consultant;
former Mayor of Bogota (1998-2001)
Edgar Pieterse

Director, African Centre for Cities,
University of Cape Town

Richard Rogers

Founder, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
Saskia Sassen

Robert S. Lynd Professor of Sociology,
Columbia University

David Satterthwaite

Senior Fellow, Human Settlements Group,
International Institute for Environment
and Development (IIED)

Deyan Sudjic

Director, Design Museum

Alejandro Zaera Polo

Director, Alejandro Zaera Polo Architects

Staff since January 2010
Cristina Alaimo

Researcher

Etienne Cadestin

Researcher

Omer Cavusoglu

Researcher

Andrea Colantonio

Research Officer

Ayona Datta

Lecturer in Architecture and
Urban Design, Cities Programme
Juliet Davis

Cities Programme and Research Fellow
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Sarah Davis

Management Accounts Co-ordinator
Atakan Guven

Research Officer

Suzanne Hall

Cities Programme and Research Fellow
Miranda lossifidis

Designer

Cristina Inclan-Valadez
Researcher

Mariane Jang

Project Manager

Anna Johnston

Cities Programme Administrator;
Urban@LSE Co-ordinator
Adam Kaasa
Communications Manager
Jens Kandt

Researcher

Gesine Kippenberg
Researcher

Irina Kraicheva

Researcher

Jenny Mbaye

Urban@LSE Co-ordinator
Claire Mookerjee

Project Co-ordinator

Max Nathan

Research Fellow

Antoine Paccoud

Researcher

Emma Rees

Executive and Admin Assistant
Guido Robazza

Researcher

Andrea Rota

Webmaster



Lizzie Rusbridger
Administrator

Peter Schwinger
Research Fellow

James Schofield
Researcher

Nell Stevens

Outreach and Communications
Co-ordinator

Daniela Tanner

Project Co-ordinator
Robert Tavernor
Professor of Architecture and
Urban Design

Myfanwy Taylor

Research Officer

Natza Tesfay

Project Co-ordinator
Savvas Verdis

Cities Programme Teacher
Katherine Wallis
Administrator

Visiting Appointments
Gerald Frug
Visiting Professor

Louis D. Brandeis Professor of Law,

Harvard University

Graham Floater

Visiting Senior Fellow
Director, The Climate Centre
Karoliina Hartiala

Visiting Fellow, Cities Programme

Aalto University, Finland
Joseph Heathcott

Visiting Senior Fellow, Cities Programme
Chair of Urban Studies, The New School,

New York

24

Urban Age conferences

New York: Is Almost Alright?,
Urban Age Conference,New
York, 24-26 February 2005

Shanghai: The Fastest City?,
Urban Age Conference,
Shanghai, 7-9 July 2005

London: Europe’s Global
City?, Urban Age
Conference, London,
11-13 November 2005

Mexico City: Growth at the
Limit?, Urban Age
Conference, Mexico City,
23-25 February 2006

German Cities: Success
Beyond Growth?, Urban Age
Symposium, Halle, 9-10
May 2006

Johannesburg: Challenges

of Inclusion?, Urban Age
Conference, Johannesburg,
6-8July 2006

Towards an Urban Age,
Urban Age Summit, Berlin,
10-11 November 2006

Urban India: Understanding
the Maximum City, Urban
Age Conference, Mumbai,
1-3 November 2007

South American Cities:
Securing an Urban Future,
Urban Age Conference, Sao
Paulo, 3-5§ December 2008

Istanbul: City of
Intersections, Urban Age
Conference, Istanbul,
4-6 November 2009

Global Metro Summit, LSE
Cities, Alfred Herrhausen
Society and Brookings
Institution Conference,
7-8 December 2010

Cities, Health and
Well-being, Urban Age
Conference, Hong Kong,
16-17 November 2011

Learning from Mumbai,
Urban Age PhD Seminar
with LSE Cities, MIT and
Harvard, London, 29 May -
15 June 2007

Uncovering Myths of Urban
Development in Mumbai,
Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai,

1 November 2007

Urban Habitats Forum,
Delhi, 24-26 September
2009

Urban Age Mexico City
Symposium, Urban Age
Symposium, 4 September
2009

Global Green Cities,
International Symposium,
San Francisco, 23-25
February 2011



Selected publications

Burdett, Ricky and Sudjic,
Deyan eds. (2011) Livingin
the Endless City, London:
Phaidon.

Rode, Philipp et al (2011)
‘Green Cities’, Towards

a Green Economy Nairobi:
United Nations
Environment Programme.

Rode, Philipp et al (2011)
‘Green Buildings’, Towards
a Green Economy, Nairobi:
United Nations
Environment Programme.

Datta, Ayona (2011)
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Tonkiss, Fran (2011)
‘Spatial causes, social
effects: A response to Soja’,
City, 15/1: 85-86.
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Dixon, T. (2010) Social
Sustainability and Urban
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London School of
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Policy Program, Brookings
Institution.
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School of Economics and
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School of Architecture and
Planning, Harvard
Graduate School of Design
and Harvard Law School.
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Ayona (2010), ‘The
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Signs and Local
Multiculture along the
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London, in R. Tavernor
(guest editor), Theme Issue
on ‘London 2000 -2010’,
in City, Culture and Society,
vol.1, no.2.

Tonkiss, Fran and Keddie,
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urban renewal and
socio-economic change in
London’, City,Culture and
Society1/3.

Tonkiss, Fran (2010)
‘Urban poverty and gender
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persistence of feminised
disadvantage’, in:S. Chant
(ed.) The International
Handbook of Gender and
Poverty: concepts, research,
policy. Cheltenham:
Edward Elgar, pp. 153-8.
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Tonkiss, Fran (2010)
Searching for the just city:
debates in urban theory
and practice [Book review].
Local Government Studies,
36 ().

Tonkiss, Fran (2010)’
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nella cittd’ (Trans: Laura
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Internazionali:citta nel
mondo. 13 (Autumn):

pp- 146-59.

Burdett, Ricky and Kaasa,
Adam (2010) ‘Color and
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Issue 3, Harvard Graduate
School of Design, Harvard
University Press

Burdett, Ricky (2009)
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Deepa Naik and Trenton
Oldfield Critical Cities:
Ideas, Knowledge and
Agitation from Emerging
Urbanists, London: Myrdle
Court Press.

Burdett, Ricky and Sudjic,
Deyan eds. (2008) The
Endless City, London:
Phaidon



How to contactus

wwwa.lse.ac.uk/LSECities
www.urban-age.net
www.facebook.com/lIsecities

LSE Cities

London School of Economics
and Political Science
Houghton Street

London WC2A 2AE

United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 79
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7955 7697
E-mail: Ise.cities@lse.ac.uk







