
The recently established LSE Cities centre (1 January 2010) builds on the interdisciplinary work of the Urban Age, extending 
its partnership with Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society for a further five-year period. LSE Cities extends LSE’s century-
old commitment to improving our understanding of urban society, by studying how the built environment has profound 
consequences on the shape of society in an increasingly urbanised world where over 50% of people live in cities.

Free and open to the public. No RSVP necessary. Contact events@lse.ac.uk for additional information.  
London School of Economics and Political Science, Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE 

tuesday 18 may | 18.30 - 20.00 
wolfson theatre, new academic Building, lse

Kinetic city: designing 
for informality in 
mumBai
rahul mehrotra 
Professor of architecture mit, PrinciPal rahul 
mehrotra associates, mumBai

chair: ricKy Burdett, director, lse cities

Mumbai, a Kinetic City, presents a compelling vision that potentially allows us to better understand 
the blurred lines of contemporary urbanism and the changing roles of people and spaces in urban 
society. An architecture or urbanism of equality in an increasingly inequitable economic condition  
requires looking deeper to find a wide range of places to mark and commemorate the cultures of 
those excluded from the spaces of global flows. These don’t necessarily lie in the formal production 
of architecture, but often challenge it. Here the idea of a city is an elastic urban condition, not a 
grand vision, but a grand adjustment.

shaPing cities | urBan age PuBlic lecture series 
Cities are the magnets for more than half the world’s population. In such urban conditions, architects are increasingly called 
into debates about environmental and social sustainability, governance, and social inequality. “Shaping Cities” is an Urban Age 
public lecture series organised by LSE Cities that identifies the growing complexity of architectural practice in relation to the 
challenges of exponential urbanism.

a worldwide investigation into the future of cities
  


