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 POLITICS FOR SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

 
                                          



   Private ownership and the market by 
themselves produce great restaurants and 
wonderful computers but not great cities. 

     
    Cities are community products. Governments 

represent communities: even kings and 
sultans did. 



 Adam Smith’s social benefits of selfish 
individual behavior do not work well in city 
creation. 

 
   What is good for the bee is not necessarily 

good for the beehive. 



   Götheborg Award for a sustainable 
development we did not seek: 

 
   Surprising: Social equity, quality of life and 

sustainability require the same urban policies. 



   We wanted quality pedestrian spaces in order 
to improve peoples’ lives, for equality’s sake 
and to show respect for human dignity. 

 
    We wanted priority to public transport, for 

equity’s sake, to improve quality of pedestrian 
spaces and because there was no other 
solution. 
 

•   



 
   Sustainability begins with social 

sustainability: With equity and democracy. 
 
-Public good prevails  
 over private interest. 
 
-Equality of quality of life.    



 
   Seeking the public good is basic 

democracy, but it is difficult and even 
painful.    





 Children need great nurseries, schools, 
parks, libraries, sports facilities to realize their 
potential and be happy.  

 
    The private sector will not provide that. Only 

local government can do it.  







   There is a conflict 
for funds and for 
space between 
cars and low 
income citizens’ 
needs. 

TRANSPORT 





PRIORITIZING THE POOR 





PRIORITIZING THE POOR 



 Wrong locations will have environmental 
costs for centuries.  







 It is the same city. But for private landowners, 
clearly low income housing or sustainability is 
not the guiding criteria. 



Battle: URBAN LAND REFORM 





 Private pressures produce other kinds of 
problems… 





   Density is the most important element of 
good transport, regardless of whether 
we use trains, buses, taxis, bicycles or 
walk.   



   Upper income citizens with cars are 
migrating to developing country cities’  
gated suburbs.   









 Istambul has a wonderful density… 
 
    traffic jams are helping it stay dense… 
 
    otherwise there would be much more 

demand for low density suburbs far from the 
city core. 

  





What attracts people to suburbs?    



  



 Do we need to play? 
 
    If we do, parks and sports fields are as 

necessary as roads or schools. 

  





Club or park? 



 A Central Park is a vaccine against 
suburbanization…all quality public pedestrian 
spaces are. 

  



  



  



  



  



PUBLIC SPACE 



Battle: Children before cars 



    Public space is a government product.  
 
      





JICA had proposed an 8 lane highway along 
the Juan Amarillo creek: We created a 35 kms 
greenway.   

Battle: From Highway to Greenway 









Initially the neighboors preferred paving regular 
streets to the Porvenir Promenade. 

Porvenir Promenade 



  













EL PORVENIR PROMENADE 



JUAN AMARILLO GREENWAY 





    Anyone’s quality of life would improve with a 
100 kilometer pedestrian-and-bicycle-only 
promenade network one could enter a few 
blocks from home.  





 Quality sidewalks are the most important 
element of a democratic city’s infrastructure.       



  







 Vulnerable citizens often are not conscious of 
their rights... 

 
    …pavement-less pedestrians in Nairobi or 

Bogota are not conscious  or their right to 
pavements and are made to believe big 
roads without pot holes are wonderful 
progress. 

i       













  



  



  

People v.s Cars 

Before 

After 



 
• Just as people cannot be in car spaces, cars 

cannot be on people spaces. 
 

     
• Sidewalks are relatives of parks, not of 

streets. 



 
My team told me we should let go. 



 
   I had to send my 12 year old daughter to live 

abroad. 



Before 
   I was almost impeached 





   Parking is not a constitutional right in any 
country.   





  



In public space we meet as equals, 
regardless of our hierarchies.   

PUBLIC SPACE 





When shopping malls replace public pedestrian 
space as the place to see and meet people, it 

is a symptom that a city is ill. 

  



    Shopping malls sometimes are almost social 
clubs: they exclude the poor. 

  







    In terms of infrastructure what really 
differentiates advanced cities are quality 
pavements. 

  











One thing were the waterfronts of less 
democratic times…   

Waterfronts  







Very different from those of a democracy…  

Waterfronts  







   Private rationality: Build bigger roads.  
 
   But trying to solve traffic jams with more roads 

of bigger roads is like trying to put out a fire 
with gasoline.  



    Despite giant 
highways, Atlanta 
has more traffic 
jams every year.  

 
 
 
   

Seattle 



   



   Istambul receives 80,000 more cars 
every year. At 10 meters per car 
including a small space between cars, 
that is a line of 800 kilometers of new 
cars every year. 



   Traffic jams do not mean new or bigger 
roads have to be built. Traffic indicates a 
road or corridor is ripe for mass transit. 











   What creates traffic is not just the amount of 
cars. Even more important is the amount of 
trips and the length of trips. 



   At least any new roads should have exclusive 
lanes for metro-bus from the beginning. 



   



    One reason Manhattan has a very small 
share of trips by car is the natural limit of 
being an island: Only a few accesses by 
bridge and tunnel. 

 
    In a way Istambul shares 

that…limitation?...advantage? 

  



    Istambul has a great advantage in the low 
percentage of motorized trips made by car: 
26,3% 

 
    Is it treating such advantage as an illness 

from which it has to work hard to be cured? 

  



   There is not a “natural” level of car use in 
a city.  

 
 
   It is Government which determines, 

explicitly or implicitly, how much will the 
car be used. 



   If there was more space for cars in New 
York or London, there would be more 
cars. 

 
 
   If there was less space for cars, there 

would be less cars.  



  



   How should a democratic city distribute road 
space between pedestrians, bicycles, public 
transport and cars?    



   Whenever people use public transport, it 
is rarely out of love for the environment.    



   Many possible means to restrict car use:  
  
   London congestion charge, parking 

restrictions…    



Bogotá Experience:Ciclovía 







« Peak hour and Tag » (« Pico y Placa ») 
 
93% population support 

Bogotá: Tag number based restrictions 



In a referendum in October 2000, nearly 64% of 
voters approved establishing a car free the first 
Thursday of February every year.  

Bogotá : REFERENDUM 



CAR FREE DAY 



Mobility and Traffic Jams:  
 
Two different problems, two different solutions  
 
Both require government. 



Metrobus 



 
 
  
 

Battle against 30,000 bus owners 



Car owners usually prefer subways; even if they 
do not intend to use them. 



TRANSMILENIO 





Metrobus 



Metrobus can be improved 



Metrobus 



TRANSMILENIO 



    BRTs are a symbol showing that public 
good prevails over private interest. 

 
    Upper income citizens do not like them 

because they take space from their cars. 



    Even with a few subway lines, buses are 
the only way to cover a large city like 
Istambul with transit.    



    London has 1800 kilometers of rail for a 
population 65% that of Istambul and it 
still moves 1 million more passengers by 
bus. 



    Democracy also means that public 
transport has a priority in the use of road 
space over private cars. 





Where “there is no space for bus lanes” is 
where they are most needed. 



CICLOVÍAS 







    Solving Istambul’s mobility is not a 
technical issue but a political one. 



CICLOVÍAS 



    If there is the political will to create 
hundreds of kilometers of bus-ways in 
both large roads and small streets, 
mobility could be solved. 

      



    A key political issue:  
 
    How to distribute road space between 

pedestrians, public transport and cars?  



    A key political issue:  
 
    How to distribute road space between 

pedestrians, public transport and cars?  



 
 Overall, do you approve or dissaprove the way 

_______________  
is performing in his role as Mayor of BOGOTA?  

NOTE: THESE FIGURES ARE EXPRESSEDIN PERCENTAGES 
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